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ficient force to Prato, not strong enough to meet Cardona's
army with any chance of success, but just sufficient to make
the result upon Prato which actually occurred a certainty;
and this in the case of a town which had no voice in the
matter of offering resistance to that army.

The Medici brothers were not present during the whole
of these terrible doings at Piato, Giuliano was only there
during the first two days, Giovanni for ten days longer, Dur-
ing this time they exerted themselves to do what they could
to protect the women and children, among other things get-
ting a guard placed over the great church in which a large
number of them had taken refuge And Jovius states that "if
the Cardinal de' Medici and his brother Giuliano had not,
at the risk of their lives, opposed themselves to the fury of
the conquerors, these enormities would have been carried to
a still greater excess."

While these horrors were taking place at Prato, Florence
was occupied in carrying out a rapid revolution Immedi-
ately on the news being received that Prato had been taken
and that these atrocities were being perpetrated there, a
number of the citizens, justly attributing all that had oc-
curred to Soderini's mismanagement, forced their way into
his room, made him resign his office, and sent him under an
escort to Siena; whence he fled to Castelnuovo, where, that
town being under the Turks, he felt safe from Julius II, whose
personal animosity against him for the matter of the Coun-
cil he well knew. The remaining members of the Government
hastily signified to Cardona their willingness to allow the
Medici to return, and agreed to pay the fine which the Pope
demanded; and on the ist September 1512 the Medici once
more entered Florence, after an exile of eighteen years.

Moreover, it was soon evident that the people were glad to
get them back again, that it had only been the power of a
dominant faction which had kept them out so long, and that
the result of the misrule suffered under the government of
the latter had sunk deep into the minds of the people. For